
1319

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Aug. 7

Appointment of Charles A. Gillespie, Jr., as Special Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs
August 6, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Charles A. Gillespie, Jr., as
Special Assistant to the President for Na-
tional Security Affairs. Mr. Gillespie, an ex-
perienced career diplomat, will be Senior
Director for Latin America and the Carib-
bean at the National Security Council.

Mr. Gillespie was Ambassador to Chile
from 1988 through 1991 and Ambassador
to Colombia from 1985 to 1988. From 1983
to 1985, he was Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for the Caribbean and Deputy for
Operations in the State Department’s Inter-
American Affairs Bureau. While in that po-
sition he was named Chief of Mission in
Grenada as United States forces landed

there in October 1983. Mr. Gillespie is a
career minister in the U.S. Foreign Service,
which he entered in 1965. His early assign-
ments included Embassies at Manila, Ja-
karta, Brussels, Mexico City, Managua, and
the U.S. mission to NATO.

Born in Long Beach, CA, Mr. Gillespie
graduated from the University of California
at Los Angeles. He served as a commis-
sioned officer in the U.S. Army in Europe.
He has done graduate work at Syracuse
University’s Maxwell School of Public Af-
fairs and is a graduate of the National War
College. Mr. Gillespie is married to Vivian
Havens; they have two children.

The President’s News Conference
August 7, 1992

The President. Let me comment on three
subjects this morning, and then I’ll be glad
to take a few questions. We only have a
short period of time because I’m going over
to an event outside the White House.

The Economy
While I’m pleased that the unemploy-

ment rate declined by one-tenth of a per-
cent in July, and it shows that about 200,000
new jobs were created in that month, I
simply cannot be satisfied until every Amer-
ican that wants a job has one. We must
work to ensure that economic growth is
strong enough to bring unemployment
down rapidly.

It’s interesting that just that one-tenth
percentage point resulted in that many jobs.
Our household employment survey re-
ported a drop in unemployed persons by
215,000, and the 198,000 new jobs that
were created in July is the most since De-
cember of last year. Also, the number of
people employed in May and June was re-
vised upward by 80,000.

Some good precursors of stronger growth
are definitely in place. For example, interest
rates and inflation are at their lowest level
in a generation, creating conditions for sus-
tained growth. But there’s also a restructur-
ing underway of the management and oper-
ation of many of our larger companies.
They’re adjusting to a more competitive na-
tional and international environment.

As this takes place, it is crucial that we
continue to expand our markets abroad, to
accelerate our job training, and to reform
our educational system so that tomorrow’s
work force is the most competitive in the
world.

Bosnia

Now let me turn to the subject I talked
a little about yesterday, the terrifying vio-
lence that’s occurring in Bosnia. The pic-
tures of the prisoners rounded up by the
Serbian forces and being held in these de-
tention camps are stark evidence of the
need to deal with this problem effectively.
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